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Fire scare closes Lommasson Center Bike ban
Tuesday, January 24th, 2006

Volume CVIII, Issue 51

still an
option
for ASUM

DANIEL PERSON
MONTANA KAIMIN
Lunch goers and fee payers met
locked doors at the Lommasson
Center Monday after an electrical
cable overheated and threatened to
catch fire, prompting an evacuation of the entire building lasting
until 5:30 p.m.
The Lommasson Center houses
the Food Zoo, as well as business
services including financial aid
and payment services, all of which
were in high demand on the first
day of the spring semester.
Officials plan to be back in the
building on Tuesday.
“This is about the worst day it
could have happened,” said Jim
Darcy, the director of Business
Services.
According to Darcy, the call to
evacuate came at 10 a.m., and
employees were given roughly
half an hour to move out of the
building.
Food services moved quickly to
set up a cafeteria in the Ball Room
of the University Center by noon,
with help from the two other food
vendors in the Lommasson
Center, La Peak and the Country
Store.
Business Services took longer
to get established, setting up desks
in the UC near the Source to
answer questions and take payments four hours after Griz
Central was shut down. Online
services were never down, Darcy
said.
Due to the shutdown, Teresa

ZACHARY FRANZ
MONTANA KAIMIN

said he believes the program
wouldn’t have been possible in
previous years. After September
11, 2001, the United States
restricted international student
visas from several countries,
including Saudi Arabia.
“We’re losing the effort to
attract the best and the brightest,”
said Dennison of restricting visas.
The Saudis will study English
as a second language for their first
year and then transition into
degree programs such as computer science, accounting, and pharmacy once their English
improves.
Almshahad and Alfadel said
they chose UM because it would
be a quiet place to study and
because their cousins had come
before them and liked it.
The transition into campus life
has been smooth for most of the
students thanks to the efforts of
student staff, the Office of
International Programs, bilingual
volunteers and several orientations, said Brunell.
Almshahad and Alfadel said
they are impressed by how friend-

Despite a barrage of angry
e-mails over winter break, ASUM
Senator Jake Pipinich plans to
move ahead with a resolution
banning the use of bikes on campus, albeit with some concessions
to objectors.
Pipinich proposed the resolution near the end of the fall 2005
semester, in response to hearing
about many collisions or near-collisions resulting from the use of
bikes on campus.
The resolution has since
remained in the Relations and
Affairs Committee of ASUM.
After a vocal response from students, Pipinich chose to delay
action on the resolution until after
the break.
“I just wanted to get it out there
and give people a little time to
think about it,” he said.
Pipinich said he has received
hundreds of e-mails, ranging from
“personal insults to some pretty
positive comments.”
Most, though, have been
against the idea, he said.
Still, Pipinich believes the plan,
in some incarnation, has a place at
UM.
“I think what I’ll do is back off
it a little bit and try to make it
more palatable,” he said.
To that end, Pipinich said he
will rewrite the resolution so the
ban would apply only to the areas
of campus with the heaviest foot
traffic and only during the busiest
part of the day.
Furthermore, the resolution
could be written with an expiration date, so that it would be
essentially a trial run. The policy
could be renewed or discarded
based upon its success after one
semester, he said.
“The original resolution will
probably be scrapped,” he said.
For now, the proposal will
remain on the table while the
committee continues to gather
information, said Pipinich.
“The earliest we’ll have an up
or down vote is two weeks,”
Pipinich said.
Even if ASUM passes the proposed resolution, making it into a
reality is far from guaranteed, said
Ken Willett, director of Public
Safety.
“It’d be a real tough sell when
you live in one of the top bicycling communities,” Willett said.

See STUDENTS, Page 12

See BAN, Page 4

Ashley McKee/Montana Kaimin

Gene O’Neil, middle, shines a flashlight for Tony Goodsell, right, while he attempts to fix the broken electrical circuit system in the basement of the
Lomasson Center Monday. A cable burned out between the transformer and the distribution system causing the entire building to shutdown. It reopened at
5:30 p.m.

Branch, the vice president of student affairs, fears that some students will not be able to make
school payments on time.
“We will have to make accommodations in terms of any late
fees,” she said. “We’ll take this
into account.”
Darcy said people who needed
to pay today get a one-day extension on the payment deadline.
Both the Food Zoo and

Business Services saw fewer students due to the change in location.
At noon, the third floor ballroom was scattered with a handful
of people. Later on, students
began to come in larger numbers,
but not at the rates usually seen by
the Food Zoo.
Jim Gibson, a Food Zoo cashier,
said he thought the traffic was a
little slow.

But
downstairs,
Linda
Lafrauchi, a cashier at the Food
Court, said business was booming
because of the closure.
“A lot of the kids don’t know
the Food Zoo’s upstairs,” she said.
“It’s a lot busier, probably doubled.”
Darcy said that a little more
than half of Business Services are
done face to face, the rest online.

See SHUTDOWN, Page12

Almost 50 Saudi students settle in at UM

Mark Maher/Montana Kaimin

From left, Najib Alotaibi, Abdullah Alwjan and Faisal Alanazi pose in Jesse Hall. They are among 41
Saudi Arabian students at UM this semester.

KERIANN LYNCH
MONTANA KAIMIN
From learning a new language
and attending classes with women
to experiencing squirrels and
snow, several Saudi Arabian students said their first day of class
brought more challenges and sur-

prises than your average
University of Montana student.
“It is so very different — the
language, the school, the snow,”
said Hassan Almshahad, 26. “In
our country, women teach girls
and men teach boys, and we never
have class together.”

“We never see snow, only on
television, but we love it and play
in it,” said Sadij Alfadel, a 24year-old accounting student.
“Squirrels are also very strange
and new and everywhere.”
Almshahad and Alfadel are two
of the 43 Saudi Arabian students
beginning classes and living in
campus housing at UM this
semester. More students are
expected to arrive within the next
two weeks, pushing the total number closer to 50, said Ron Brunell,
Director of Residence Life.
For these students, a college
education abroad is possible
because of a Saudi Arabian scholarship program that is spending
$4.9 billion to send 5,000 Saudi
students to universities in the
United States, Australia, New
Zealand, and the United Kingdom.
The students at UM are mostly
men ages 18 to 27, who plan to
study at the university for the next
five to six years.
“I needed good grades to get
here and with good grades I stay,”
said Alfadel. “Bad grades and I’ll
be sent home.”
UM President George Dennison
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Ancient Mariner In the Land of the Haggis

Editorial

ALEX SAKARIASSEN
FOR THE KAIMIN

New year,
new U.

Double-decker buses whiz through windy streets at
high speeds. Ballsy pedestrians dash across intersections, narrowly escaping the tiny fenders of Mini
Coopers. Gum-encrusted sidewalks spider about a
crag of volcanic rock crowned with a gigantic stone
castle. Lost and dumb-founded amongst it all, the
Ancient Mariner desperately searches for a street
sign. Nothing makes sense to him here in the Land of
the Haggis.
The first fall of my foot on Scottish pavement
sounded like a primeval drumbeat in my ears.
Six–story buildings lined every street between the
airport and my new dormitory. I tried to make sense
of the twists, curves and dead-ends plaguing
Edinburgh’s traffic flow, but gave up in frustration.
That was three long weeks ago, before classes kicked
into high gear.
Since the ninth of January, when classes officially
started, I’ve given up trying to assimilate myself into
Scottish society. Demands on students at the
University of Edinburgh are bad enough without
forced adjustment to pay-as-you-go mobile phones,
relentless rain and the fact that I can legally buy alcohol. When it takes five large stacks of paperwork and
a virgin sacrifice just to register for classes, you can’t
be bothered to say “cheers” instead of “thank you.”
Any American student thrust violently into the
jaws of the European education system would experience the same wide array of difficulties. The many
faces of academia this side of the Pond can frighten
even the bravest study abroad participant. From the
stone-cold orientation instructor to the accent-garbling director of studies, there appears no end to the
complications facing an already overly neurotic individual.
Student A completes miles of medical forms to
register with the university doctor, only to find he
first must go head-to-head with a blood-pressurecuff-wielding nurse. An hour late for class, Student B
discovers that she simply can’t unravel the mysteries
of military time. Meanwhile Student C cowers in a
dark corner of the library, too embarrassed to ask for
help figuring out the Dewey Decimal System’s lecherous cousin.
Life became a two-front war during my first week
here. Neurotic to the highest degree in this strange
new land of pubs and kebab shops, I found that a
combination of the above mishaps kept pushing me
closer to the edge. A bottomless pit of frustration,
homesickness and dietary strife loomed before me.
Taking the proverbial bull by the horns, I filled out
every scrap of paperwork in sight and signed my life
away just for some peace of mind. It worked, for a
time.
Round about noon of the second Monday of classes, one of my American acquaintances asked which
Scottish History tutorial I was in. Totally clueless, I
asked him where I was supposed to get that information. His eyes instantly widened, to the point where I
thought his eyeballs were in serious danger of rolling
out. “You mean you haven’t signed up for a tutorial
yet?” he exclaimed with a mixture of panic and

A quick look through any gym in January lets you know one
thing right away: these people have never been to a gym
before. It’s that time, that arbitrary line on a calendar that
inspires, nay, guilts us into making promises we know perfectly well we can’t keep: Quit smoking, start going to class, quit
drinking … as much.
But we all know somewhere deep down that before
Valentine’s Day it’s going to be same old, same old and just
like a good Cubs fan or Harry Potter devotee, we’ll wait ‘till
next year.
But maybe, just maybe there’s a chance of holding on to a
resolution for more than a few weeks. And it’s in that spirit that
the Kaimin offers these resolutions for our beloved University
of Montana. Sure, most of them don’t stand a chance, but if not
now, then when?
•Solve the parking problems on campus: Buildings keep
raiding the already too small lots around campus despite a
growing student body. Parking garages, selling fewer tags,
running more Park N’ Ride buses, it doesn’t matter, but please
do something.
•Level off tuition: Inflation, insmation. If we’d have known
college would cost this much we’d have all chosen to be business majors. Surely we can coax a few more out-of-staters to
come here and fill the coffers.
•Get campus construction finished: So many detours, so little time to get to class. Expanding facilities is a great thing, but
a campus without construction is a campus without random
chain link fences. And that is a beautiful thing.
•No pay raises for President Dennison: It’s not that
Dennison doesn’t deserve the money, but boy does it hurt
watching my wallet empty and his fill. We don’t blame you,
George, but Ramen is starting to get pretty old.
•Provost Muir lands the president job somewhere, anywhere: Try as she might, Lois Muir can’t seem to make the
leap to el presidente. This has got to be your year, but really,
we’re not that bad. Are we?
•Give the College of Technology kids a fair shake: Taxation
without representation is the plight of the COT. Those poor
kids spend the day getting an education that might actually
land them a job in the real world and ASUM gives them nary
a thought. Things were starting to look up in 2005, don’t let
that stop.
•Unleaded Pipes in ’06: First there were water coolers and
signs warning us of the lead in the water fountains, then one
day there were no more coolers, and no less lead. We avoided
paint chips as children, don’t pull a fast one on us now.
•Bike-free campus crusade makes an addendum: Sure bikers
are up in arms about the proposed resolution, but let’s not discriminate. If bikes have to go, so too must skateboards. Sorry,
brah, if I’m walking, you’re walking.

–Alex Strickland, editor-in-chief

excitement. “They started last week already!”
As the thick Scottish accent of my history professor grew silent, I dashed across campus to the
Scottish History office for some much-needed help.
Miraculously, I caught the secretary as she walked in
from a three-hour lunch break. Reeking of Indian
food, she took a seat behind a desk stacked high with
papers and files.
It took several moments for her to notice me,
despite the fact that I had been barring the door to her
office when she came in. “Can I help you, sir?” she
asked in a warm voice. Out came my sad puppy-dog
eyes and my ‘lost little American boy’ attitude. azing
down at her as if she were the angel of mercy, I asked
her to outline all the tiny details of the class for me.
At first the only answer I received was a set of consecutive blinks, giving way into an uncomfortable
stare.
Pointing across the room, she said, “Take a course
handbook. All the answers are in there.”
Simultaneously frustrated and embarrassed, I shuffled across to the line of filing cabinets and picked up
one of the green paper handbooks. Nothing could
possibly have made me feel more incompetent at that
moment, but the secretary somehow managed it.
“Maybe you should have picked one up a little sooner, huh?” Cheeks flushed, I turned and walked out the
door.
In hindsight I can understand how simple the
whole process would have been, had I only known to
pick up a handbook. But European students seem to
have a sixth sense that students in American universities lack. They scurry about and complete the millions of tiny tasks required for classes without giving
the procedures much thought. I’ve never felt like
more of an outsider, except the few times I’ve played
football.
It doesn’t take much to acquire that sixth sense. All
one has to do is pay attention, and pick up on the little red flags thrown down here and there. Adjusting
to a new environment seemed difficult, but building
an entirely new approach to the university system
proved much harder. Especially when the mind wants
to linger on everything back in the States.
Leaping out of the path of a taxi, the Ancient
Mariner clings tightly to his bookbag. His tutorial
starts in just five minutes, and he’s already forgotten
which building to meet in. The plucky seafarer safely reaches the other side of the street, being careful
not to step on the patches of gum all over the sidewalk. As his mind wanders from classes and appointments to home and distant people, he doesn’t even
notice the uneven cobblestone directly ahead of him.
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Correction: In a Dec. 2 story titled “A purpose in the pain”
the Kaimin incorrectly reported the number of AIDS
deaths in the United States as 268. There have been an
estimated 524,000 AIDS-related deaths between 19982002 in the United States and 268 in Montana.
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New grant brings
big money to UM
grad students in
conservation
CRAIG MCCALLUM
FOR THE KAIMIN

Amanda Determan/ Montana Kaimin

Junior Claire Niewendorp, an Art Education major bikes home across the Oval Monday night. Niewendorp is one of many students who bike to and around
campus who may be affected by the bike ban proposed by ASUM Senator Jake Pipinich. The proposed ban may eliminate all bike traffic on campus.

BAN
Continued from Page 1
“[Pipinich] is either an idiot or a
genius.”
Resolutions passed by ASUM
regarding campus policy basically
serve as recommendations to the
administration, he said. Should
this resolution pass, Public Safety
could implement it word-for-word
or disregard the resolution completely.
Public Safety has heard complaints about bikers, Willett said,
but few actual collisions have
been reported. Negative images
of bikers on campus may be a case
of a few bad apples spoiling the
barrel, he said.
“It’s a very small number,” he
said. “By and large the bicyclists
are very courteous.”
Public Safety would consider
any resolution put forward by
ASUM, Willett said, but felt that
enforcement could present problems.

“It would be very difficult,” he
said. “It would take more people
than we have.”
Another problem would be protection of all the bikes that would
be parked on the edge of campus,
Willett said.
“Who’s going to stand out there
and watch them?” he said. “It’s
bike thief heaven.”
Montana State University limits
the use of bikes on its campus, and
the policy has been successful
there, said MSU student body
president Blake Rasmussen.
“It helps during busy times,”
Rasmussen said. “When it’s heavily congested, the bikers get off
their bikes and walk.”
The policy is loosely enforced
at MSU, he said. It applies only to
the center of campus, and is not
enforced in the evenings or on
weekends. In fact, Rasmussen
said it has been years since he has
seen anyone ticketed at all.
Nancy Wilson, ASUM transportation director, does not support the resolution. Construction

on campus and sidewalks that are
too narrow are the real problem,
she said.
“It’s forcing a lot more people
into certain areas, and that congestion is the problem,” she said.
Wilson pointed out that UM
already has rules regarding bike
use. Bikers are supposed to ride
only twice as fast as pedestrians
walk and are required to let pedestrians know they are passing.
Those rules are rarely enforced
though, Wilson said.
On that point, Pipinich agrees.
Enforcement of current rules
could go a long way to solving the
bike problem on campus, he said.
Another point many opponents
have made is that it would be
inconvenient to give up bikes on
campus, he said.
Pipinich is
unmoved by that argument.
“I think it’s kind of greedy,” he
said. “I think it’s worth giving up
a little convenience on the part of
bikers to make it more userfriendly.”

Conservation-minded graduate students at the University of
Montana could receive part of
$300,000 in scholarship funds
due to a new grant from the
Wyss Foundation.
The scholarships will be
awarded to two graduate students each year for the next five
years.
According to Len Broberg,
director of the University’s
Environmental
Studies
Program, the award indicates
the national prominence of
UM’s conservation leadership
education.
Although
the
Wyss
Foundation funds an array of
conservation projects, receiving
grants from their coffers is
notoriously difficult – the foundation only solicits applications
from a select few.
Yale
University remains the only
other university that has
received a similar grant.
“It’s the national reputation
of the EVST department and
the College of Forestry and
Conservation that motivated the
foundation to approach us
about this grant,” said UM
Professor Jill Belsky, director
of the University’s Bolle Center
for People and Forests.
Students selected for the
scholarship must show leadership qualities and a long-term
interest in land conservation in
the Intermountain West. The
award will pay for half of a student’s second semester of their
first year of graduate study and
all of their second year of study
in either department. To receive
the entire award, scholars must
serve as a summer intern with a
government agency or nonprofit organization committed
to conservation as well as stay
in the field following the com-

pletion of their degree.
“The Wyss fellowship will be
extremely valuable to enable us
to financially support the education of future conservation
leaders,” said Belsky. “This is a
tremendous opportunity for our
students not only academically
but in getting experience at the
ground level,” she said.
While the Wyss Foundation
generally remains subdued
regarding accomplishments and
projects it has funded, the
founder,
philanthropist
Hansjoerg Wyss, holds distinguished positions in several
conservation
organizations,
including sitting on the governing council of The Wilderness
Society and acting as chair of
the Southern Utah Wilderness
Alliance. Wyss, an avid pilot
and outdoorsman, is the president of Synthes, Inc. – a leading
international medical supply
company specializing in surgical implants.
According to Belsky, professors are well aware that graduate school can seem unattainable for most students.
“Len and I realize that the
cost of graduate education can
be prohibitive and we want the
best and brightest to have
access regardless of the cost,”
she said.
Recipients of the scholarships may come from either the
Environmental
Studies
Program or the College of
Forestry and Conservation and
will use the resources of both in
completing their course work.
“I’m very excited about the
College of Arts and Sciences
and the College of Forestry and
Conservation working together
on this grant,” said Belsky.
Belsky, Broberg and Chris
Killingsworth, a representative
of the Wyss Foundation, will
select this year’s Wyss Scholars
later this spring.
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Brennan’s Wave could be finished as soon as February to local floaters’ delight
DANNY BOBBE
MONTANA KAIMIN
A new take on an old irrigation
dam has sent waves through
Missoula’s floating community and
may create more opportunities for
UM students to receive advanced
river training.
The reconstruction project,
known as Brennan’s Wave after the
late and storied Missoula kayaker
Brennan Guth, is happening on the
Clark Fork River just below the
Higgins Avenue Bridge.
A cement and rebar dam that once
diverted water to a nearby irrigation
ditch is being replaced with a natural rock structure that will not only
accomplish that same task but create a water park as well.
According to Tyler Etzel, an environmental scientist and geologist
who is familiar with the project, the
cement and rebar were a safety hazard. The Missoula Redevelopment
Agency recognized this in 1996 and
decided to spend money to fix it. A
plan was drafted to remove the concrete and other debris and replace it
with some type of natural structure.
“No one wanted to see more concrete in the river,” said Brent Baker,
president of the non-profit
Brennan’s Wave.
The redevelopment agency decidAshley McKee/Montana Kaimin
ed that boulders would do the job of
Observers
overlook
the
construction
of
Brennan’s
Wave
on
the
Clark
Fork
River
Saturday
near
the
Higgins
Street
Bridge.
Brennan’s
Wave
is
a
project
that
is
replacing
the
irrigation
dam
with
boulders to create
both diverting water to the ditch,
providing water for a nearby neigh- two new class-two rapids for intermediate kayaking on the Clark Fork. The project is hoped to be finished by late February.
borhood and create a whitewater
park in the heart of downtown with two said.
The chair of the HHP department,
“It’s got great proximity to campus,” said
class-two rapids.
Several UM students are excited about Thomas Whiddon, doesn’t rule out the junior Shawn Byron, a political science
Ten years later, the project is in motion the water park and curious about it’s possi- chance of another, more advanced class major. “I’ll be able to jump over there in
and may be finished by late February.
ble role as an academic tool.
with the creation of Brennan’s Wave.
between classes. (Kayakers) are almost in
“It’s been on the minds of the Missoula
Dan Pool, a UM senior and kayak
“If there is demand for the class, there is tears because we’re so happy.”
kayaker community for a long time,” Etzel instructor for the Rec Center, said the new a possibility,” he said.
said.
rapids could open the door for more interBut there will likely be plenty of students
Besides removing concrete from the mediate kayak training. Other locations that to take advantage of the park regardless of
Clark Fork and creating a water park, provide the same water conditions for this the university’s role.
another major selling point for the project type of coaching, like the
involved money, said Baker. A similar water Alberton Gorge and porpark in Golden, Colo. is believed to be tions of the Blackfoot
responsible for creating $1.4 million in River, are far away and
tourism revenue, he said.
only seasonally active.
Baker said that although the cities of
The UM Rec Center
Missoula and Golden are different, down- does have intermediate
town businesses have a good chance of ben- kayak training available,
efiting from the water park.
but not for school credit.
And the features will not be available to Through the Department
kayakers only. Canoes, inner tubes, rafts of Health and Human
and any other floating devices will have a Performance students can
chance to ride the standing waves. Also, receive credit for a beginlocal rescue personnel will be able to prac- ning kayak class held in
tice swift water rescues in the park, Baker the Grizzly Pool.
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SARAH SWAN
MONTANA KAIMIN
At first glance, Katherine
Kosma, 28, appears to be an average, busy, working mother whose
desk is cluttered with papers, pamphlets and pictures of her 5-yearold daughter Kayla.
“I practically live here,” she
says, referring to her office.
But take a closer look around
and you’ll see that the papers and
pamphlets on her desk contain
information and stories about
methamphetamines and their users
for her work as an addiction counselor. And sitting amongst the
photos of her smiling red-headed
daughter on the corner of her desk
is a haunting picture.
It is a black and white photo of
a smiling Kosma, aged 16. The
smile is forced and drawn taught
across her gaunt face. She has to
tell people how old she was when
the picture was taken, because in it
she looks closer to 30.
“This was when I weighed 80
pounds,” Kosma said, not a large
figure for her 5-foot-9-inch frame.
Stick-thin, frail and hollow, the
Kosma in the picture serves as a
reminder of how she once was, a
reminder of a time when she lost
control of her life and nearly gave
it up to meth.
“I didn’t feel OK when I wasn’t
on it,” Kosma said. “And then I
was on it and I wanted more. I
wanted to get higher and higher.”
THE BEGINNING OF A
TOXIC AFFAIR
Raised by a loving family in
Sheridan, Wyo., Kosma said she
had many friends and was a
straight-A student who excelled at
both soccer and basketball.
Despite all this, Kosma said she
had always felt pressured to be
perfect and continually struggled
with the demands of school, sports
and an eating disorder.
“I was getting really tired trying
to achieve [everything],” Kosma
said of the strain she felt.
While hanging out at a friend’s
house, Kosma, then 15 years old,
was offered meth.
“I was curious,” Kosma said.
“There was also the whole idea
that it gave you energy. It helped
you lose weight. It basically kept
you skinny and still gave you
energy. I liked the idea of staying
up all night partying with my
friends.”
According to a pamphlet called
Meth in Montana, meth–also
called speed, crank or crystal– is a
highly addictive drug that users
swallow, snort, smoke or inject.
Ninety-eight percent of the people
who try the drug become addicted,
according to the pamphlet.
Kosma said the addictive potential of meth was so strong that she
can remember everything about
the first time she tried it.
“I’ll never forget the way it
made me feel,” Kosma said. “I felt
happy. I felt elated. I basically felt
like I could conquer the world and

achieve any dream I had.”
According to the pamphlet: The
sense of euphoria that Kosma felt
is what users experience as the
meth begins to affect their brain.
Meth permanently affects the central nervous system and causes the
brain to release dopamine– a natural chemical that is vital to normal
brain function– as well as toxins
that will alter the brain chemistry.
After just one use, Kosma said
she was hooked.
“I used [on] weekends for recreation for probably a month,”
Kosma said. “And before I knew
it, I would do it any time I could
get my hands on it.”
Kosma also mentioned that
while she was on meth, she felt
flawless.
“I wouldn’t have to eat, I’d stay
skinny,” she said. “Using was conquering my desire to eat, to be perfect. I could meet everyone’s
expectations.”
It got to the point where anytime she was awake, Kosma felt as
though she couldn’t function without meth and she began taking

“ I t ’ s a l m o st a s
t h o u g h yo u h ave
m e th u nd e rn e a t h yo u r s k i n
a nd yo u ’ r e
t ry i n g t o g e t
it out”
-Katherine Kosma
more and more attempting to
reach the level of her first high.
SPINNING OUT OF
CONTROL
Three to four months later,
Kosma was a full-blown meth
addict and her eating disorder was
out of control, she said.
“That was all I cared about,”
Kosma said. “My family and
school were still important to me,
but meth was my number one priority.”
Kosma said she sank into a period of denial and began to withdraw from friends and people who
tried to reach out to her.
“Everyday my dad would ask
me, ‘What’s going on? Talk to
me,’” Kosma said. “I had teachers
pulling me into their offices - my
skin was so transparent.”
At one point, Kosma received a
phone call from a woman she didn’t know who, like Kosma, had
battled anorexia and bulimia, she
said.
“I remember thinking, ‘this
woman’s crazy, she doesn’t know
me,’” Kosma said. “I was so far
into my own little world where the
only thing important to me was
my tiny group of friends (also
addicts) and the drugs.”
Meth began to dominate her
life.
“I stole from people I cared

about,” Kosma said. “I took
money from my brother; I took
money out of my college fund. I
threw it all away because of meth
at that point and time.”
At the same time, Kosma began
to notice the frightening physical
effects of meth, she said.
“There were times when I
would think my heart was going to
explode,” she said.
Meth speeds up the body’s
metabolism, increasing heart rate
and blood pressure. One of the
most common reasons for deaths
among meth users is what doctors
call cardiac arrhythmia.
“This is where the heart starts
beating in such a way that it is
fatal,” said Dr. Ed Maloney, a specialist in addiction medicine at St.
Patrick Hospital and Health
Sciences Center for Addiction
Treatment.
Kosma also started developing
strange habits.
“If I saw something on my skin
that I thought was an imperfection, I would pick at my skin to the
point where I’d have sores,”
Kosma said as she rolled up her
sleeves to reveal the dozens of
“crank” or scab scars still evident
on her arms. “It’s almost as though
you have meth underneath your
skin and you’re trying to get it
out.”
Kosma went on to explain that
meth users feel this way and usually look so ghastly because the
toxins in meth are so harmful that
they are “basically eating you
from the inside out.”
Finally, Kosma developed
intense paranoia.
“I would be driving down the
street and I would be paranoid that
the car next to me was trying to
get me or my family,” Kosma
said.
Paranoia is a common association with meth according to Dr.
Maloney.
“I’ve been told people who are

Amanda Determan/Montana Kaimin

Katherine Kosma started taking meth when she was 16 years old. As a teenager suffering from
anorexia, Kosma had heard meth would give her energy and help her lose weight simultaneously.
That was almost ten years ago. Now, she is a licensed addiction counselor at Missoula’s Providence
Center.

on meth often hide in the closet
with a bat or a gun because they
often feel that people are going to
steal their stuff,” Maloney said.
“You see in the worst case compulsive behavior.”
Behavior like that exhibited by
one meth user who continually
rode his motorcycle around the
block until it ran out of gas,
Maloney said. Or that of another
addict who would pour out a box
of Cornflakes and count each
piece of cereal, he said.
Six to eight months into her
drug use, Kosma’s body had
reached a breaking point.
“Basically my dad took me to
the doctor and I got onto the scale
and I had lost another two
pounds,” Kosma said, putting her
at 80 pounds. “My body was shutting down from the inside.”
It was at this timeKosma said
that her father Robert, who she
calls “my best friend,” took her by
the hand and said, “I am no longer
going to watch you kill yourself.”

Kosma said when she heard her
father say this she couldn’t take it
anymore and broke down.
A FIRST TRY AT
TREATMENT
Kosma’s father took her to a
behavioral health in-patient treatment program in Casper, Wyo.
The center, which she preferred
not to name, wasn’t effective in
improving her health, she said.
“I was one of the first patients
there that had ever had an eating
disorder,” she said. “They didn’t
know what to do with me.”
Kosma said she began a treatment process that she was able to
outsmart.
“I was too smart for my own
good,” she said. “I knew what
they wanted to hear in order to get
myself out. I had a hard time facing what was really the center of
my problem.”
Kosma attended the treatment
center for eight weeks, but said

See METH, Page 12
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JESSE J. HOLLAND
ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON (AP) — Supreme Court
nominee Samuel Alito heads into the first
vote of his high court candidacy with victory assured Tuesday in a Senate committee,
but Democratic opponents are still working
to dampen his support in the full Senate.
The
GOP-controlled
Judiciary
Committee is expected to advance the nomination of Alito — President Bush’s pick to
replace retiring Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor — on the strength of its 10
Republican senators. There are eight
Democrats on the panel.
All 10 Republicans — including chairman Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania, the
committee’s lone GOP abortion rights supporter — announced their support soon
after Alito finished his confirmation hearings earlier this month. That guarantees
he’ll have a positive recommendation from

the panel when the Senate begins final
debate Wednesday.
“You don’t have to worry about him in
the committee,” Bush said at Kansas State
University on Monday. He called Alito “a
very, very smart, capable man. When you
talk to Sam Alito, you think, ‘smart judge.’”
Democrats agree that Alito is smart, but
they are worried about how he will rule if
confirmed.
Half of the committee’s eight Democrats
— Patrick Leahy of Vermont, Edward
Kennedy of Massachusetts, Dick Durbin of
Illinois and Dianne Feinstein of California
— have announced their opposition to his
nomination. Many expect the others —
Herb Kohl and Russ Feingold, both of
Wisconsin, Joseph R. Biden Jr. of Delaware
and Charles Schumer of New York to join
them in opposition.
In previous judicial battles, a 10-8 party
line vote would be the first sign of the possibility of a Democratic-led filibuster. But
Democrats are not expected to try one with

Alito, a former federal prosecutor and
lawyer for the Reagan administration.
After the committee votes, Alito’s nomination goes to the full Senate for a final vote
later this week. Republicans want Alito on
the Supreme Court before Bush gives his
State of the Union address on Jan. 31.
Democrats are already considering
whether to use Alito as a 2006 and 2008
campaign issue.
“If he issues rulings as Sandra Day
O’Connor did, it will be no issue at all,”
Durbin told Fox News Sunday. “But if he
goes to the court and comes forward with
rulings such as we’ve seen from Justices
Scalia and Thomas time and again, it will be
an issue.”
But Alito’s liberal critics plan to protest
and march this week to try to turn votes
against the 55-year-old judge who is now
on the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.
They fear his replacement of O’Connor will
bring conservatives a decisive fifth vote on
cases involving abortion, affirmative action

and the death penalty.
Abortion-rights supporters held a rally on
Sunday, urging the Senate to reject Alito’s
nomination. They held a candlelight vigil in
front of the court, waving signs that read:
“Alito — No Justice For Women,” and
“Keep Abortion Legal.”
But few expect Alito’s opponents to be
successful. Most, if not all, of the Senate’s
55 Republicans are expected to support
Alito and most of the 44 Democrats to
oppose him. Independent Sen. Jim Jeffords
of Vermont has not said how he will vote.
Only one Democrat so far is supporting
Alito, conservative Sen. Ben Nelson of
Nebraska. Conservative Chief Justice John
Roberts won the votes of 22 Democrats last
year.
By comparison, 11 Democrats broke with
their party and voted for President George
H.W. Bush’s nominee — Clarence Thomas
— in 1991. Thomas’ 52-48 confirmation
vote was the closest margin of success for a
Supreme Court justice in the 20th century.

Army interrogator eludes jail in suffocation case
ASSOCIATED PRESS
FORT CARSON, Colo. (AP) A military jury on Monday
ordered a reprimand but no jail
time for an Army interrogator convicted of killing an Iraqi general
by stuffing him headfirst into a
sleeping bag and sitting on his
chest.
Chief Warrant Officer Lewis
Welshofer Jr. also was ordered to
forfeit $6,000 salary and was
largely restricted to his barracks
and workplace for 60 days.
Welshofer, 43, had originally
been charged with murder and
faced up to life in prison. But on
Saturday he was convicted instead
of negligent homicide and negligent dereliction of duty.
On the lesser charges, he had
faced a maximum of three years
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and three months in prison, a dishonorable discharge, loss of his
pension and other penalties.
After hearing the sentence
reached by the jury of six Army
officers, Welshofer hugged his
wife. Soldiers in the gallery —
many of whom had worked with
Welshofer and who had testified
as character witnesses — broke
into applause.
The sentence now goes to the
commanding general, Maj. Gen.
Robert W. Mixon. He cannot order
a harsher sentence, but could
lighten it or set the whole verdict
aside, defense attorney Frank
Spinner said.
Spinner said he might ask the
general the vacate the verdict.
Prosecutors said Welshofer put
a sleeping bag over the head of
Iraqi Maj. Gen. Abed Hamed
Mowhoush, sat on his chest and
used his hand to cover the gener-

al’s mouth while questioning him
at a detention camp in Iraq in
2003.
Prosecutors said the general suffocated.
Spinner said he was gratified by
Monday’s verdict but said his
client should never have been
charged.
“When you send our men and
women over there to fight, and to
put their lives on the line, you’ve
got to back them up, you’ve got to
give them clear rules, and you’ve
got to give them enough room to
make mistakes without treating
them like criminals,” he said.
Welshofer said he had “the
utmost respect for the decision the
panel members came to tonight. ...
I’m sure it was difficult for them.”
Earlier in the day during the
sentencing hearing, Welshofer
fought back tears as he apologized
and asked the military jury not to

separate him from his wife and
children by sending him to prison.
“I deeply apologize if my
actions tarnished the soldiers serving in Iraq,” Welshofer said.
His wife, Barbara, testified that
she was worried about providing
for their three children if her husband was sentenced to prison, but
she said she was proud of him for
contesting the case.
“I love him more for fighting
this,” she said, tears welling up in
her eyes. “He’s always said that
you need to do the right thing, and
sometimes the right thing is the
hardest thing to do.”
Lt. Col. Paul Calvert, also testifying on Welshofer’s behalf, said
attacks by Iraqi insurgents around
the western Iraqi city of al Qaim,
the area where Mowhoush was
taken into custody, “went to practically none” when Mowhoush
died.
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Prosecutor Maj. Tiernan Dolan
did not question the assertion but
suggested Mowhoush’s death likely denied coalition forces valuable
information. Dolan did not call
any witnesses at the sentencing
hearing.
Welshofer, dressed in his Army
uniform and seated between his
attorneys,
listened
quietly
Monday as other witnesses
praised his abilities as a soldier.
The defense had argued a heart
condition caused Mowhoush’s
death, and that Welshofer’s commanders had approved the interrogation technique.
Prosecutors
described
Welshofer as a rogue interrogator
who became frustrated with
Mowhoush’s refusal to answer
questions and escalated his techniques from simple interviews to
beatings to simulating drowning,
and finally, to death.

News

M o n ta n a

K a i m i n

9

Early morning raid leaves 3 Sunnis dead, over 20 kidnapped
Tuesday, January 24, 2006

ROBERT H. REID
ASSOCIATED PRESS
BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — Gunmen wearing uniforms of a Shiite-led security force
swept into a Sunni Arab neighborhood in
central Baghdad before dawn Monday,
killing three men and speeding away with
more than 20 others, police and witnesses
said.
Meanwhile, the U.S. military said seven
more U.S. troops had been killed — a soldier in a roadside bombing in Baghdad on
Monday, two Air Force members in a blast
near Taji north of the capital late Sunday,
and four soldiers in a roadside bombing
near the northern town of Hawijah on
Friday.
There was no word on the fate of kidnapped American journalist Jill Carroll.
Iraqi officials said joint U.S.-Iraqi operations were carried out recently to free her,
but they provided no details.
Also Monday, bodies of eight Sunni
Arabs were found in a field north of
Baghdad — five days after they were seized
on their way home by bus after being rejected for admission to the police academy in
the capital. Twenty-three bodies of the
group were found Sunday, and 35 were
believed to have been on the bus. Police are
often targeted by insurgents.
The pre-dawn raid in the predominantly
Sunni Arab of Toubji threatens to inflame
sectarian tensions as leaders of Iraq’s religious and ethnic communities prepare for
talks on a unity government to include

Sunni Arabs, the heart of the insurgency.
Sunni Arabs have long complained of
abuse by Shiite militias and security services and have demanded that those responsible be punished.
The raid began about 5 a.m., when seven
carloads of gunmen rolled into the neighborhood, witnesses and police said. The
gunmen fanned out, entering one mosque
and several homes. They dragged males out
of their beds and herded them into the
street.
Hooded figures, presumably informants,
identified those to be taken away, witnesses
reported. Three men were shot dead and
about 20 were forced into trucks and driven
away, witnesses said.
Three men were later freed in eastern
Baghdad but the rest remained unaccounted
for, witnesses added. One of those released,
Yasser Khalil, 24, said he was beaten.
“They took us away and put us into a
room in a building I didn’t recognize, where
they beat us and asked us questions about
who we were,” he said. “Then they took a
few of us in their cars and dumped us on the
eastern outskirts of Baghdad, saying if we
said anything or looked at them they would
kill us.”
He said his uncle, Ismail Mohsen, 44,
was one of the three men killed.
Police Maj. Falah al-Mohammedawi said
it was unclear whether the gunmen were
government security forces or simply wearing uniforms, which are easily obtained in
Iraq.
Later Monday, a senior official of a government organization that administers

Sunni mosques was slain by gunmen as he
drove home from evening prayers at a
Baghdad mosque. Naji Mohammed alEithaw, 55, had served as a spokesman for
the Sunni Endowments and was a regular
contributor to Baghdad newspapers.
Sunni Arabs have long complained of
abuses by the Shiite-led forces, accusing
them of abducting and killing Sunni civilians under the pretext of battling the insurgency. Shiite civilians are also targeted by
Sunni extremists.
“This issue is grave and will only ignite
more violence in the country,” Sunni politician Harith al-Obeidi said of the Toubji
raid. “The government should take serious
steps to stop such acts.”
Most insurgents are Sunni Arabs while
Shiites and Kurds dominate the security
services, adding a sectarian and ethnic character to the conflict in Iraq. U.S. officials
are seeking to encourage Sunni Arabs to
join the police and army.
The 35 Sunnis rejected by the police
academy were abducted as they headed to
their homes in Samarra, a religiously mixed
city 60 miles north of Baghdad. It was
unclear why they were rejected by the academy and whether they were killed by Sunni
hard-liners opposed to the recruitment program or Shiite extremists who want to keep
the rival sect out of police ranks.
Sunni religious and political leaders plan
to stage protests and a three-day strike in
Samarra starting Tuesday to denounce the
killings.
A suicide bomber targeted a police patrol
near the Iranian Embassy in Baghdad and

close to a main checkpoint into the fortified
Green Zone. Two civilians and a policeman
were killed and six Iraqis were wounded,
officials said. Among the dead was a sports
journalist for Iraqi TV station Al-Diyar.
Another car bomb exploded on a highway 20 miles south of Baghdad, killing one
Iraqi civilian and wounding four, police
said. A doctor who worked at the Iraqi
Health Ministry in Baghdad was killed in a
drive-by shooting, police added.
The latest deaths of Americans brought
the number of U.S. military personnel killed
since the war in Iraq began in March 2003
to at least 2,231, according to an Associated
Press count.
Carroll, a freelance journalist for The
Christian Science Monitor, was abducted
Jan. 7 in Baghdad and her translator was
killed. She has not been heard of since her
kidnappers released a videotape first aired
on Jan. 17. It included a threat to kill her
unless all female detainees are freed.
Iraqi Deputy Justice Minister Busho
Ibrahim Ali said six of the nine Iraqi women
in U.S. custody were expected to be freed
this week as part of a routine release
planned before the kidnappers’ ultimatum.
There has been no U.S. confirmation, but
Ali said he believed the Americans were
wary about the releases being seen as part
of a swap for Carroll.
More than 250 foreigners have been
taken hostage in Iraq, either by insurgents
or gangs, since the 2003 U.S.-led invasion
that toppled Saddam. At least 39 have been
killed.

Hacker pleads guilty to infecting over 400k computers
DAN GOODIN
ASSOCIATED PRESS
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A
20-year-old hacker admitted
Monday to surreptitiously seizing
control of hundreds of thousands
of Internet-connected computers,
using the zombie network to serve
pop-up ads and renting it to people
who mounted attacks on Web sites
and sent out spam.
Jeanson James Ancheta, of
Downey, Calif., pleaded guilty in
Los Angeles federal court to four
felony charges for crimes, including infecting machines at two U.S.
military sites, that earned him
more than $61,000, said federal
prosecutor James Aquilina.
Under a plea agreement, which
still must be approved by a judge,
Ancheta faces up to 6 years in
prison and must pay the federal
government restitution. He also
will forfeit his profits and a 1993
BMW. Sentencing is schedule for
May 1.
Prosecutors called the case the
first to target profits derived from
use of “botnets,” large numbers of
computers that hackers commandeer and marshal for various
nefarious deeds. The “zombie”
machines’ owners are unaware
that parasitic programs have been
installed on them and are being
controlled remotely.
Botnets are being used increasingly to overwhelm Web sites with
streams of data, often by extortionists. They feed off of vulnerabilities in computers that run

Microsoft Corp.’s Windows operating system, typically machines
whose owners haven’t bothered to
install security patches.
A
November
indictment
charged Ancheta with 17 counts of
conspiracy, fraud and other crimes
connected to a 14-month hacking
spree that started in June 2004 and
that authorities say continued even
after FBI agents raided his house
six months later.
“Part of what’s most troubling
about those who commit these
kinds of offenses is they think
they’ll never be caught,” said
Aquilina, who spent more than a
year investigating Ancheta and
several of Ancheta’s online associates who remain uncharged coconspirators.
Ancheta’s attorney, federal public defender Greg Wesley, did not
immediately return phone calls
seeking comment.
Ancheta has been in federal custody since his November indictment. He previously worked at an
Internet cafe owned by a relative
and had hoped to join the military
reserves, according to his aunt,
Sharon Gregorio. Court documents suggested he had a taste for
expensive goods, spending $600 a
week on new clothes and car parts.
The guilty plea comes less than
a week after the FBI released a
report that estimates viruses,
worms and Trojan horse programs
like the ones Ancheta employed
cost U.S. organizations $11.9 billion each year.
November’s 52-page indict-

ment, along with papers filed last
week, offer an unusually detailed
glimpse into a shadowy world
where hackers, often not old
enough to vote, brag in online chat
groups about their prowess in taking over vast numbers of computers and herding them into large
armies of junk mail robots and
arsenals that flood Web sites with
data until they crash.
Ancheta one-upped his hacking
peers by advertising his network
of “bots,” short for robots, on
Internet chat channels.
A Web site Ancheta maintained
included a schedule of prices he
charged people who wanted to
rent out the machines, along with
guidelines on how many bots were
required to bring down a particular type of Web site.
In July 2004, he told one chat
partner he had more than 40,000
machines available, “more than I
can handle,” according to the
indictment. A month later,
Ancheta told another person he
controlled at least 100,000 bots,
and that his network had added
another 10,000 machines in a
week and a half.
In a three-month span starting in
June 2004, Ancheta rented out or
sold bots to at least 10 “different
nefarious
computer
users,”
according to the plea agreement.
He pocketed $3,000 in the process
by accepting payments through
the online PayPal service, prosecutors said.
Starting in August 2004,
Ancheta turned to a new, more
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lucrative method to profit from his
botnets, prosecutors said. Working
with a juvenile in Boca Raton,
Fla., whom prosecutors identified
by his Internet nickname “SoBe,”
Ancheta infected more than
400,000 computers.
Ancheta and SoBe signed up as
affiliates in programs maintained
by online advertising companies
that pay people each time they get
a computer user to install software
that displays ads and collects
information about the sites a user
visits.
Prosecutors say Ancheta and
SoBe then installed the ad software from the two companies —
Gamma
Entertainment
of
Montreal, Quebec, and Loudcash,
whose parent company was
acquired last year by 180Solutions
of Bellevue, Wash. — on the bots
they controlled, pocketing more
than $58,000 in 13 months.

“It’s immoral, but the money
makes it right,” Ancheta told SoBe
during one online chat, according
to the indictment.
“I just hope this (Loudcash)
stuff lasts a while so I don’t have
to get a job right away,” SoBe told
Ancheta during a different conversation.
Aquilina, the assistant U.S.
attorney prosecuting the case,
wouldn’t say whether authorities
plan to charge SoBe or any of the
people accused of renting out
Ancheta’s bots, many of whom are
described as “unindicted co-conspirators.”
During the course of their
scheme, Ancheta and SoBe infected U.S. military computers at the
China Lake Naval Air Facility and
the Defense Information System
Agency headquartered in Falls
Church, Va., according to a sworn
declaration signed by Ancheta.
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Lady Griz thrash Hornets by 19 points;
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In Striking Distance of 1st Place in Big Sky
“It just felt good,” Edwards
said. “That’s just the beauty of our
team, you never know who’s
going to be on, or off. It’s just
nice to know someone will step it
up and get ‘er done. No magic
secret, that’s for sure.”
Montana shot 48.3 percent from
the floor and knocked down 11 of
23 3-pointers.
Since Montana lost to NAU two
nights before, Edwards said the
win against Sacramento State was
a relief.
“Everyone played really well,”
Edwards said. “Our defense we
really needed to focus on because
NAU just ate us up, so I think we
took a little more pride in our
defense tonight.”
Now standing at 13-3 overall
and 2-1 in the Big Sky, the Lady
Griz still have a long road of competition ahead of them this year.
“We’re definitely not where we
want to be,” Edwards said. “[We
need to] just gradually get better
and just focus on the team ahead

Eleena Fikhman/Montana Kaimin

University of Montana freshman forward Tamara Guardipee sneaks the ball past Sacramento State junior forward Ashley Storms during Saturday night’s
Lady Griz basketball game in Dahlberg Arena. The Lady Griz beat the Hornets 78-59.

SARAH SWAN
MONTANA KAIMIN

Refusing to be stung on
Saturday night, the Lady Griz
squashed the Sacramento State
Hornets in a 78-59 home victory.
The win, following a disappointing 60-65 loss to Northern
Arizona on Thursday night, was
what the Lady Griz needed to get
their feet back on the ground.
“We just wanted to come back
and get a win,” UM senior guard
Katie Edwards said. “We’re definitely not used to losing, this
team.”
Edwards lit the court on fire,
scoring a career-high 28 points.
Edwards missed just one of the
eight three-point attempts and set
another personal record by grab-

bing a career-high nine rebounds.
“It felt good for me. I’m sure it
did for her,” UM head coach
Robin Selvig said.
To prevent the Hornets from
using their speed and the variety
of three point shooters that make
up their team, Selvig pulled a
quick coaching move before the
game (literally 10 minutes before
the Griz warmed up according to
Edwards) and switched his zone
playing team into a man-to-man
defense.
“I just wanted to man them,”
Selvig said. “They shoot threes
and I didn’t want them getting
comfortable.”
The move proved to be successful, and the Lady Griz stifled the
Hornets’ shooting groove throughout the game.
“It was a good challenge for
us,” Edwards said. “I think we’re
all kind of excited to do something

different.”
UM struck first when freshman
center Tamara Guardipee took a
pass inside and put the ball up for
a quick basket, 19 seconds into the
game.
The Lady Griz would grab a 7-0
lead three minutes into the half
with a three pointer from Edwards
and another lay up from
Guardipee.
The Hornets never managed to
catch up to the Lady Griz. The
closest Sacramento came to catching up with the Griz was by six
points (13-19) with 9:44 left on
the clock in the first half.
Freshman
guard
Mandy
Morales added 15 points and senior Jody McLeod grabbed 11
boards. Guardipee grabbed four
rebounds and netted 9 points,
including a 3-point shot of her
own in the last four minutes of the
first half.

of us, not look to the future, and
just battle each conference game
as they come.”
Montana currently sits in third
place in the Big Sky, half a game
behind Weber State and NAU,
who were upset by Montana State
77-75 on Saturday.
Selvig said he is really happy
with the way his team’s season has
been progressing so far.
“I wouldn’t have guessed we’d
have that kind of record at this
point,” Selvig said. “There’s a lot
of good kids on the team and
they’re doing a nice job, so I feel
good about our progress. I think
we can be a lot better and that’s
the key, to keep getting better.”
The Lady Griz are out of town
this week as they play against
Portland State Thursday and
Eastern Washington on Saturday.

Points

Rebounds

Assists

TO

Minutes

Sac State
Cadotte
Ciampi
Cherry
Sheehy
Alldrin
Mollet
Storms
Calmettes
Boyer
Heard
Reams

4
7
7
8
13
2
0
12
2
2
2

3
2
3
3
3
3
0
0
2
3
2

1
0
1
1
3
2
2
0
0
2
1

0
1
1
1
2
1
0
2
0
1
0

24
17
23
30
28
21
10
13
8
13
13

Montana
Conway
McLeod
Guardipee
Morales
Edwards
Closson
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UM Hoops finishes off winter break with Big Sky road trip
PETE DELMOE
MONTANA KAIMIN
During the winter break when most
University of Montana students were
enjoying home-cooked meals and
some much needed time off, the
University of Montana men’s basketball team was busy climbing toward
the top of the Big Sky Conference.
The Griz (14-3 overall; 3-1 Big
Sky Conference) just finished their
longest road trip of the season, in
which they played Northern Arizona,
Sacramento State and Montana State,
all in the top half of the Big Sky
standings. The Griz went 2-1 on the
two-week road trip.
Montana beat Sacramento State
Saturday night, 73-71, on a game
winning shot by senior guard Kevin
Criswell with 7.2 seconds remaining
to take control of second place in the
conference behind Northern Arizona.
The Griz lost to the Lumberjacks,
83-80, on Jan. 19 in Flagstaff, Ariz.,
after blowing a 19-point first half
lead. Had they won that game the
Griz would be in first place in the
conference, but head coach Larry
Krystkowiak isn’t worried about one
loss.
“Our philosophy is to not think too
much about the past,” said
Krystkowiak. “We’re just trying to
get better.”
Still, some of the players are hav-

ing a hard time forgetting.
“It left a bad taste in our mouth,”
said sophomore forward Andrew
Strait. “Anytime you lose a game like
that it hits you hard.”
Montana won the first game of its
road trip, beating Montana State, 8064, on Jan. 14, after trailing at halftime. Junior forward Matt Dlouhy
led the Griz with a game-high 19
points, going 7-for-9 from the field
including 3-for-4 from 3-point land.
As a team Montana leads the Big
Sky in scoring with 79.4 points per
game. The Griz also lead the conference in field goal percentage, shooting 50.7 percent from the field.
The 6-foot-8-inch Strait leads the
team in scoring and is second in the
conference with 17.6 points per
game, while also grabbing 6.2
rebounds per game. He leads the Big
Sky in field goal percentage, making
66 percent of his shots.
“He’s been one of the nice surprises of the year,” said Krystkowiak.
“He finished strong last year and
played with a lot of confidence.”
A preseason injury to senior center
John Seyfert has given Strait more
playing time this year.
“When John went down I knew I
had to step up,” said Strait. “I got a
window of opportunity.”
Criswell isn’t far behind in the
scoring department with 15.6 points a
game. Criswell has moved into fifth
place on Montana’s all-time scoring
list with 1,429 career points.

Senior guard Virgil Matthews has
also been a big part of Montana’s
success.
Matthews is UM’s third-leading
scorer with 10.1 points a game, but
it’s his all-around play that makes
him so valuable. He leads the team in
assists and steals, while averaging 5.3
rebounds per game.
Matthews scored a career-high 23
points along with eight assists and
seven rebounds in a win over the
Stanford Cardinal at Dahlberg Arena
on Dec. 2. Montana’s 88-69 victory
over the Cardinal ended a 16-game
losing streak by Big Sky Conference
teams against the Pac-10.
Montana’s only home loss came
against Wisconsin-Milwaukee, a
Sweet 16 team from a year ago. The
78-74 loss, in front of a reported
crowd of 7,213, snapped the Griz’s
10-game winning streak. Montana
had a two-point lead with just over
two minutes to play, but failed to
hang on for the victory.
The Griz opened Big Sky play with
home wins over Idaho State on Jan. 5
and Weber State on Jan. 7. Criswell
scored a game-high 19 points against
Idaho State, while Matthews and
Strait led the way against Weber with
19 points each.
Montana’s next game is at home
against the Portland State Vikings,
who are 1-4 in league play and 8-10
overall. The Griz are 7-1 at home
this season.

Mark Maher/Montana Kaimin

UM sophomore forward Andrew Strait goes up for a basket at practice Monday
afternoon as UM assistant coach Wayne Tinkle looks on.

Arbitrator reinstates embattled U.S. skeleton coach
TIM REYNOLDS
AP SPORTS WRITER
(AP) — Tim Nardiello was reinstated as the U.S. skeleton coach
Monday night, hours after an arbitrator found no evidence to support claims that he sexually
harassed two team members. Still
up in the air: whether U.S.
Olympic officials will allow him
to coach at the Turin Games next
month.
A U.S. Bobsled and Skeleton
Federation board member, speaking on condition of anonymity
because no formal announcement
was planned until Tuesday, told
The Associated Press that the federation lifted Nardiello's suspension during a meeting Monday
night.
The decision was effective
immediately. Nardiello said he
hopes to find a flight in time to
rejoin the team for the season's
final World Cup skeleton race in
Altenberg, Germany, on Thursday
and Friday.
Nardiello's reinstatement came
on the same day that the top
American men's slider, Zach
Lund, learned he's headed to the
Olympics. The best U.S. hope for
skeleton gold was publicly warned
Monday but not suspended by the
U.S. Anti-Doping Agency over a
failed drug test earlier this season.
The U.S. Olympic Committee
said Lund will race in Turin, but
will not announce until later this
week if Nardiello will coach the
four American sliders. His reinstatement will not affect the
USOC's decision.
"I want to get my team back
together and back on a winning

field," Nardiello told the AP after
learning of the decision. "Zach
Lund is back in the mix, which is
great news. And I'm looking forward to getting my team down the
track in Altenberg on Thursday
and Friday."
Nardiello was suspended Dec.
31 over the harassment allegations, which he has repeatedly
denied. He went to arbitration
with the USBSF last week in
Albany, N.Y., over the merit of
those claims.
The suspension came after longtime team member Felicia
Canfield wrote the USBSF's board
of directors alleging that Nardiello
tried to kiss her, touch her inappropriately and made comments
of a sexual nature to her and other
female athletes.
Her claims, combined with a
letter written by Marsha Gale - the
mother of 2002 Olympic gold
medalist Tristan Gale - prompted
the board to suspend Nardiello
while an investigation was conducted. Marsha Gale also said
Nardiello made inappropriate
comments, and said that Nardiello
dating a competitor from New
Zealand was unprofessional.
Reached at his home after the
arbitrator's ruling was announced,
Brady Canfield, a board member
and Felicia Canfield's husband ,
referred questions to Salt Lake
City attorney Mark Gaylord, who
is representing six people who
filed grievances against Nardiello.
In a statement late Monday,
Gaylord said his clients believe
the federation did not conduct a
full investigation and they intend
to continue pursuing the matter
with both the USBSF and the
USOC. The group found

Nardiello's reinstatement "troubling," he wrote.
The group believes the federation did not take their claims seriously, "choosing instead to overlook Mr. Nardiello's conduct in
the hope that it could avoid
responsibility for the conduct of
its employee," Gaylord wrote.
Nardiello and several members
of the U.S. national team have
said the claims were brought
because Felicia Canfield and
Tristan Gale did not make this
year's Olympic team.
"I've been holding my breath
the whole time waiting for the
answer to come because I knew it
would be positive for Tim," said
U.S. slider Amanda Bird, who did
not make this year's national team.
"When I found out, I was ecstatic.
... Anything Tim has ever said to
me hasn't been uncomfortable or
harassing. I've never been
harassed by Tim."
Meanwhile, Lund was also
ecstatic after learning his Olympic
dream wasn't over.
Lund tested positive for
Finasteride, the main ingredient in
a common hair-restoration product that can also be used as a
steroid-masking agent, at a competition in November. He was
barred from the past two World
Cup races, but argued that he was
using the product as intended - to
grow hair.
"Our federation has been
through hell these last few
weeks," Lund said. "We need to
get past all this and start to think
only about the Olympics for a little while."
The USADA ordered that Lund
forfeit his second-place finish
from the season's opening World

Cup race in Calgary, Alberta in
November, but did not penalize
him further. Lund was the World
Cup overall points leader and an
Olympic favorite before being
sanctioned earlier this month.
"I'm glad USADA saw it for
what it was, a mistake and nothing
else," Lund said. "I had a very
strong case. I had all the evidence
that I needed to prove that it was a
harmless, honest mistake. I could
show that I'm not on performanceenhancing drugs and they handled
it in the right way."
Lund hopes to compete in this
weekend's World Cup finale.
"We felt that the circumstances
of the cases warranted the minimum possible sanction under the
rules and we're glad that USADA
agreed," said Howard Jacobs,
Lund's attorney.
Lund has taken hair-restoration
products since 1999 and has
always declared them on his medical forms that get filled out before
competition. He is no longer taking Proscar, the pill he was using

at the time of the positive drug
test, and is even avoiding multivitamins and other over-the-counter
products, just to be safe.
"I have learned my lesson,"
Lund said. "If this was God's way
of telling me that he wants me to
go bald, I get the message."
Skeleton athletes slide headfirst
on a sled at more than 70 mph on
the track used for bobsled and
luge.
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METH

SHUTDOWN

Continued from Page 6

Continued from Page 1
By 2 p.m. students were able to
turn in checks and add/drop slips
to people in the UC and people
stationed at the doors of the
Lommasson Center, as well as
talk to the financial aid office.
Despite the added footwork and
smaller menu at the Food Zoo,
most students were positive about
the offered fare.
When asked how he felt about
the change, senior Ryan
Sherburne immediately pointed to
the window: “The view is better,”
he said.
According to Ken Willett,
director of Public Safety, temporary measures are being taken to
have the building opened late
Monday, and more permanent
remedies will come later in the
semester.
But Branch said Business
Services will be ready if another
day out of the Lommasson Center
is needed.
“Should we have another day
like this one, we can make services available.”

STUDENTS
Continued from Page 1
ly and helpful university staff and
students have been.
“Here you can make conversation easily and all the time people
smile,” said Alfadel. “That’s not
as easy in my country. Here
everyone is friendly with so many
smiles.”
Faisal Alanazi, a 20-year-old
student who hopes to study pharamacy, said he sees smiles everywhere on campus and that continuing his education in the United
States has been a life-long goal.
“My dream-life is to go to
America and study because it is
the fittest country in education,”
said Alanazi. “My dream is to be
here.”

she wasn’t any better when she
finished the program.
“They would force me to eat
things I couldn’t eat,” Kosma said,
explaining that she strongly dislikes eating the skin off chicken.
“I would peel the skin off and put
it on my plate and then they’d
accuse me of hiding food.”
Kosma left the treatment center
no better than when she went in.
“I didn’t go back to the drugs,
but the eating disorder kicked in
and I immediately began craving
meth,” Kosma said.
LIGHT AT THE END OF
THE TUNNEL
When Kosma’s parents realized
their daughter wasn’t better, they
immediately took her to a psychologist for an assessment. The
psychologist
recommended
Kosma be put in a long-term treatment center where she could
receive the necessary care.
Kosma said she fought it at first
because she didn’t think she was
worth all of the money that her
parents would have to pay.
“I remember my dad saying,
‘I’d rather have my daughter than
a new car,’” Kosma said.
From there Kosma entered a
care center where she remained
for 18 months, undergoing intensive treatment and therapy, she
said. With the help of others,
Kosma emerged from her addiction with a new chance at life, she
said.
“I can truly say I’m happy

today,” Kosma said. “Life throws
curve balls and I’ve learned to
deal with it.”
Kosma now works in Missoula
as an addictions counselor at the
St. Patrick Hospital Providence
Center where she deals with all
types of patients, including four
that are meth addicts.
“It’s funny because I’ve seen a
lot of young kids come through
and they’re almost identical to
me,” she said. “I’m proud to say
three of [the four patients] are
doing great, while the other has
struggled and fallen back.”
Kosma can only shrug her
shoulders hopelessly.
“You can’t save everybody I
guess,” she said.
STILL RECOVERING
Now clean, Kosma still fights
addictive urges.
“I’ve realized it’s not a very
good idea to ever drink or ever
smoke pot,” Kosma said, adding
that she still sees a therapist on a
regular basis for help.
Kosma said she has also noticed
the effects meth has had on both
her brain and body.
“It actually alters your brain’s
chemistry,” Kosma said. “I find
those obsessive compulsive disorders are very prominent.”
Kosma’s thyroid has also completely shut down and after a
string of painful sinus infections,
she’s had to have surgery to drain
buildup beneath her eyes. She’s
also battled severe depression.
“It messes with the part of your
brain that deals with emotions, it
attacks the pleasure center of your

brain,” Kosma said explaining
that meth induces the brain’s use
of dopamine, basically overusing
the part of the brain that feels
pleasure. “You’d be shocked at
what it does to the dopamine.”
Kosma went on to explain that
brain scans show up to an 80 percent reduction in dopamine
metabolism after meth use and up
to a five percent memory loss.
“I’ve been clean years now and
I’m just now starting to remember
some things that happened in high
school,” Kosma said.
FOR THE FUTURE
Kosma said one of the best
things about her job is that it
shows just how far she’s come.
“It’s a reminder to me of how
close to death I was,” Kosma said.
Over the years, the awareness of
meth has drastically increased.
One of the most notable aspects
of meth awareness in Montana has

been the Montana Meth Project
that includes terrifyingly real television commercials, grim billboards and meth users across the
state telling their stories on the
radio.
“I truly do think they do an
excellent job in portraying the
severity,” Kosma said. “[Meth]
can happen to anyone. It can happen to the athlete, it can happen to
the good student. People say,
‘[The commercials] scare me,’
that’s what they’re supposed to
do.”
For meth users and their families across the state, Kosma says
the addiction, the epidemic, can be
cured.
“Never give up, there’s always
someone that you can reach out to
for help,” Kosma said. “You feel
so alone that you might forget that
there are people out there who can
help you, but, you have to help
you first.”
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The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Classified section. We urge all readers to
use their best judgment and investigate
fully any offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out
any money.

HELP WANTED
WANTED

Babysitter needed about 25 hours/week. $7/hour.
Call Trish 549-0554

Administrative Assistant for homeWORD, a nonprofit
housing and service agency, seeks an administrative
assistant who is highly organized, can work on a variety of projects, and has experience working with
databases. Work study, 10 hrs/wk. For a job description, email stephanie@homeword.org homeWORD is
an EEO employer.

k iosk

$$ Tutor$$ We are looking for volunteers or workstudy or work study students for America
Reads/Counts. Call the Office for Civic Engagement @
243-5531 or stop by DHC015

Medical Specialist. Must be a U.S. citizen. Age 17-34.
Good pay, excellent benefits, educational opportunities. Also eligible for the student loan repayment program of up to 65k. Call Sergeant First Class Teasdale
at (406) 207-2036. An Army of One.

Helicopter Pilots wanted. No experience necessaryWill train. Good Pay, excellent benefits. Must be an
U.S. Citizen age 18-29. Also eligible for student loan
repayment of up to 65K. Call Sergeant First Class
Teasdale (406) 207-2036. An Army of One.

Special Forces. Must be a U.S. Citizen age 18-29.
Good pay, excellent benefits, education opportunities. Enlistment bonuses of 12-14K available. Student
loan repayment of up to 65K. Call Sergeant First Class
Teasdale at (406) 207-2036. An Army of One.
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SERVICES
SERVICES

GOT HURT? GET HELP! Call Bulman Law Associates
PLLC-Montana's Best Injury and Disability Lawyers for
a Free CONSULTATION. 406 721-7744.

MISCELLANEOUS

Freemos's Weekday Lunch Special $3.99 Buffet Pizza,
Pasta, desert, Salad Bar included. $4.99 Nights and
Weekends-- GREAT Pizza Deal 1801 Brooks.
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